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and by the accounts I had received from different parts of the state that the injurious effects upon the harmony and efficiency of our own party by the combined agitation of Mr. Clinton's removal and the Electoral question had substantially spent themselves, I replied to Taylor's observations in regard to the imposing character of Mr. Clinton's position by pronouncing a very confident opinion that we should defeat him in the elections for the legislature to be held within a few' days. He expressed his surprise • at my delusion and repeated the conversation to Gen. 'Van Kensselaer. The latter informed me that he had told the Governor what I had said to Taylor, who had assured him that there was but one senatorial district in the state in which we stood the slightest chance, and that the majority against us in the House of Assembly Avould be overwhelming. Gen. Van Rensselaer was evidently distressed by my confidence in a different result for tho' perhaps liking me personally quite as well as he liked the Governor, he was on political grounds desirous that the latter should be sustained.
We elected three of the eight Senators, and a decided majority in the House of Assembly. Although in this election the Democratic party acted in undisguised opposition to Gov. Clinton it is an undoubted fact that their prejudices against him had then already considerably abated. Their distaste for Mr. Adams—a strong and I believe well founded belief that the Governor sympathized in that feeling—and the fact that many of the leading friends of Mr. Adams in the .state and a large proportion of the members elected to the Legislature on the same ticket with Mr. Clinton at the election of 1824:, "were as hostile to him as they were to us, contributed to that change. Informal conferences took place at Albany, during the session of the Legislature of 1825-0, between prominent democrats and some of the friends of the Governor with a view to bring this feeling to practical results. The Governor nominated his connexion by marriage, Samuel Jones, always before a zealous Federalist, to the office of Chancellor, and the Senate, in which our friends were largely in the majority confirmed the nomination promptly and unanimously. It was expected that he would give an indication that he reciprocated the feelings of returning good will which had been, in various ways, manifested, and the nomination of Mr. Eedfield1 for the office of Circuit Judge was looked to as the proof of such disposition. He wras believed to be personally favorable to this measure, but there was a lion in his path. Although he had obtained his election by temporary secessions from the democratic ranks the great-body of his supporters was composed of the remains of the old federal party and they never could be taught the wisdom or expediency
1 Ileman .T. Keclflolcl.

